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The Vienna Vegetable Orchestra 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M__8TR9Nc0 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwOXFOTagSE  

http://www.gemueseorchester.org/ 

http://en.beta.rian.ru/video/20111201/169218981.html 

 

Known in Europe as The First Vienna Vegetable 

Orchestra, the orchestra is an Austrian one-of-a-kind musical group performing on instruments 

made up entirely of fresh vegetables. 

The Vegetable Orchestra was founded in 1998, and consists of 11 musicians, a sound engineer, a 

video artist and, of course, a cook. Based in Vienna, the Vegetable Orchestra plays concerts in 

Europe and Asia - even in large philharmonic orchestra halls. Instead of guitars and drums, the 

orchestra plays Cuke-o-phones, radish-marimbas, carrot flutes, pumpkin basses, leek violins, and 

other freshly made instruments. 

The First Vienna Vegetable Orchestra blows carved-out
1
 carrots, taps

2
 turnips, claps with 

eggplant cymbals, twangs on rhubarb fibers
3
, and rustles

4
 parsley and greens, all in the creation 

of an experimental sound that eventually winds up
5
 - literally - in the audience's stomach.  

There are no musical boundaries for the Vegetable Orchestra. The most diverse music styles fuse 

here - contemporary music, beat-oriented House
6
 tracks, experimental Electronic, Free Jazz, 

Noise, Dub
7
, Clicks'n'Cuts

8
 - the musical scope of the ensemble expands consistently, and 

recently developed vegetable instruments and their inherent
9
 sounds often determine the 

direction. The members of the ensemble are all active in various artistic areas and have worked 

together on conceptualizing and carrying out their project, a crucial factor in further developing 

the vegetable music. The intention is to create a sonorous
10

 experience which can be perceived 

with all senses. The instruments are made from scratch
11

 just one hour prior to each performance 

using the freshest vegetables available, then all ninety pounds 
12

of vegetables are cooked into a 

soup following the performance. 

 

                                                           
1
 вырезанный 

2
 отстукивает 

3
 перебирает струны волокон имбиря  

4
 шуршит, шелестит 

5
 оказывается (где-то, в к-л положении) 

6
 electronic dance music 

7
 дробь барабана 

8
 щелканье и нарезание 

9
 присущий 

10
 издающий звук, звучащий 

11
 нарезка, чистка 

12
 1 pound  (фунт)= 453 g  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0M__8TR9Nc0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwOXFOTagSE
http://www.gemueseorchester.org/
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Vienna Vegetable Orchestra – Playing with Food and Making Music 

By Spooky  

http://theourworld.com/vienna-vegetable-orchestra-playing-with-food-and-making-music/ 

The Vienna Vegetable Orchestra makes unique organic music, using instruments made from 

vegetables. 

Pepper trumpets, leek violins, celery bongos, cucumberphones, pumpkin drums – these are just a 

handful of instruments used by the Vienna Vegetable Orchestra to entertain audiences 

everywhere, with their organic music. This one-of-a-kind music group was born when its current 

members were students. At first they started playing vegetable instruments, as a joke, but quickly 

realized they might be on to something, and took their work more seriously. 

The dozen members of the Vienna Vegetable Orchestra carve their instruments themselves, 

using whatever vegetables are available, at the location of their performance. After 12 years of 

making vegetable music, the group has learned what type of vegetables sound better in every 

country, judging by a range of factors, such as temperature and water content. 

The Vienna Vegetable Orchestra needs 70 kilograms of fresh vegetables for every concert, and 

three hours to carve the instruments they use. But their music wouldn’t exist without modern 

technological equipment, like amplifiers or sophisticated microphones. Combined with the 

squeaking
13

 of cucumbers, crackling
14

 of cabbage leaves and banging of aubergines
15

, they 

create a hypnotic type of music, described as something between techno music and whale songs. 

MOSCOW ROCKS! 

By Olga Bugrova 

http://english.ruvr.ru/2011/12/11/62017838.html 

Without snow in the streets in December it is hard to feel the coming of New Year holidays in 

Moscow. Only decorated showcases and music billboards with star names make it feel like a 

coming holiday. The main newsmakers in the art culture in Moscow are the artists from Austria, 

Italy, Great Britain and France.                                                

 The Vienna Vegetable Orchestra from Vienna is the 

first forerunner of the New Year mood. This unique 

orchestra always travels light making music by 

playing vegetables bought at local markets. This is 

very convenient because after playing these 

instruments one can always cook and eat them.  We 

hear from Egars Eglitis, one of the organizers of the 

orchestra’s concert in Moscow:" Before the concert 

the musicians go to a local market and buy 

everything they need. You can watch the making instruments and the sound check. 
                                                                                                             thefreegeorge.com 

Musicians always let the audience see it, they never go on the stage with the finished 

instruments. The concert is always a complete improvisation." 

For their only concern in Moscow the musicians from Vienna bought 15 kilos of vegetables 

including 150 carrots, aubergines and pumpkins, paprika and shells of bulb onions, cabbage and 

potatoes. With the help of electric drill and kitchen knives they make wind and percussive 

                                                           
13

 скрип 
14

 хруст, треск 
15

 хлопанье баклажанами  

http://www.odditycentral.com/videos/vienna-vegetable-orchestra-playing-with-food-and-making-music.html
http://theourworld.com/vienna-vegetable-orchestra-playing-with-food-and-making-music/
http://english.ruvr.ru/2011/12/11/62017838.html
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instruments on which they even manage to perform classical pieces. The final is always the most 

delicious part of the concert. The performers banquet listeners with the “philharmonic soup” 

cooked from what has left from the vegetables used for the making of instruments. 

 

http://en.rian.ru/culture/20100528/159194660.html 

The musicians, who come from different musical backgrounds, such as electronic music, punk, 

rock or pop, said they did not remember why they began making music with vegetables and 

kitchen tools. One of the orchestra's founders says playing vegetable musical instruments is no 

more difficult than playing ordinary ones. "The formula of success is the same: practice makes 

perfect," Ernst Reitermaier said. 

However, there is a certain particularity and also a difficulty with vegetable instruments - they 

have a limited shelf life.  

"Vegetable instruments have an expiry date," 

Reitermaier said. "One can play on them only 

while they are fresh. We make new instruments 

before every concert. If they dry out or fade, 

they lose their sound." 

The musicians find that each instrument always 

sounds different, depending on its size, shape 

and quality, and climate also has an impact on 

the veggie-sound, whereas traditional 

instruments always sound the same. 

“As long as you understand how to produce a note, you can play any kind of music on vegetable 

instruments”, Reitermaier said. 

"We are sure that we can make sounds that no other instruments can produce," he said. 

"Sometimes they resemble various animals cries, sometimes - abstract music. We manage to 

achieve a new type of sound that cannot be created using everyday musical instruments." 

That's not all the vegetable instruments can create, though. After each concert, one of the 

musicians, a chef, cooks a vegetable soup with the instruments and gives the audience a taste of 

their music. 

 

http://en.rian.ru/culture/20100528/159194660.html

