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http://www.monkinstitute.org/competition/ 

 Thelonious Monk International Jazz Competition: Established in 

1987, this is the world’s most prestigious jazz competition, recognized for 

discovering the next generation of jazz masters. The competition focuses on 

a different instrument each year and features an all-star judging panel. Past 

judges have included Dave Brubeck, Quincy Jones, Diana Krall, Christian 

McBride, Marian McPartland, Pat Metheny, and many others. This high-profile annual event has 

launched the careers of Marcus Roberts, Joshua Redman, Chris Potter, Jacky Terrasson, Joey De 

Francesco, Ambrose Akinmusire, Ben Williams, Jane Monheit, and Tierney Sutton, to name a 

few. Dozens of semifinalists have forged successful careers as jazz performers and educators. The 

winner is guaranteed a recording contract with Concord Music Group. 

Each year the competition receives an extraordinary amount of publicity and press coverage in a variety 

of publications from The New York Times and The Washington Post to People magazine. National 

Public Radio has presented one-hour specials on past competitions that have reached 20 million listeners, 

and Black Entertainment Television has produced competition documentaries featuring performance clips 

and interviews with the contestants and judges. 

 Since 1987, the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz has presented the Thelonious Monk International 

Jazz Competition, the most prestigious jazz competition in the world. Each year, more than $60,000 in 

scholarships and prizes are awarded to talented young musicians and composers. The scholarships help pay 

tuition for college-level jazz education studies and provide funds for private, specialized instruction. The 

competition focuses on a different instrument every year and features an outstanding all-star judging panel. 

Branford Marsalis, Pat Metheny, Herbie Hancock, Clark Terry, Dave Brubeck, Marian McPartland, Quincy 

Jones, and Diana Krall have all served as judges at past competitions.The Institute has presented 

competitions for piano, bass, drums, hand drums, saxophone, trumpet, guitar, vocals and trombone. In 

2010, the competition once again showcased 
1
vocals, with the semifinals taking place at the Smithsonian 

Institution's National Museum of the American Indian and the finals held at the Kennedy Center 

Eisenhower Theater. 

 UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova and UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador Herbie Hancock are 

pleased to announce International Jazz Day to be held April 30 of every year. In partnership with the 

Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz, the initiative - Hancock's first major program introduced as a Goodwill 

Ambassador - will encourage and highlight intercultural dialogue and understanding through America's 

greatest contribution to the world of music. International Jazz Day will foster and stimulate the teaching of 

jazz education with a particular emphasis placed on children from disadvantaged communities in 

classrooms around the world and will be offered to all 195 member states of UNESCO. 

Said UNESCO Director-General Bokova, "The designation of International Jazz Day is intended 

to bring together communities, schools and other groups the world over to celebrate and learn 

more about the art of jazz, its roots and its impact, and to highlight its important role as a means 

of communication that transcends differences."  
 

 

                                                           
1
 showcase- 1)витрина; 2)стенд;3)показ; сценическая площадка; 4)специальная программа; 5)феcтиваль, 

демонстрирующий творческие достижения исполнителей; 6)афиша (showbill, poster adverisment/ billposter/ current 
events guid) 

http://jazzday.com/
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http://www.montreuxjazz.com/ 

 Last week, Claude Nobs went to the St. Moritz Art Masters 2012, the art and culture 

festival that was celebrating this year its 5th anniversary. For five years now the manifestation 

has inspired art enthusiasts from Switzerland and abroad, offering to artists and selected projects 

the opportunity to present themselves and use the network of the platform. 

Since the very beginning, Claude Nobs - long time friend with St. Moritz Art Masters founders, 

Monty Shadow - and the Montreux Jazz Festival have organized each year several concerts for 

the event: 

On Friday August 31st, during the St. Moritz Art Masters Foundation Charity Night, the Festival 

was delighted to produce on stage, Ochumare quartet, a multi-cultural Latin jazz band, winner in 

2008 of the Montreux Jazz Festival Tremplin Lemanique music competition (Public Prize). 

Ochumare quartet with its charismatic players, bestowed with a contagious energy, have 

invented a music without frontiers, which builds bridges between the Americas and Europe. Led 

by violinist and Cuban singer Yilian Canizares, the quartet is recognized as the rightful Latin 

heir to Jazz. The band was already performing at The Swiss Cultural Centre (CCS) in Paris on 

June 14 for the Carte Blanche given for the third year in a row to the Montreux Jazz Festival. 

A true success, the show ended up with the audience rising and dancing along when Montreux 

Jazz Founder and Director, Claude Nobs came on stage and join the band with his harmonica. 

 

 Two days before its planned release date and in reaction to a German daily publication of 

the programme, the Montreux Jazz Festival unveils this year’s line-up.  

Following an indiscretion (неосмотрительность, болтливость, неблагоразумность 

невежливость); by a Swiss media, which published some information it received from one of its 

readers – despite an embargo imposed by the Montreux Jazz Festival – the programme for the 

46th edition was partially revealed on its German language site, two days before the official 

announcement. 

As a result, and so as to provide festival-goers with the most accurate and complete information, 

MJF’s management has decided to announce the programme in its entirety tonight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stmoritzartmasters.com/
http://www.ochumarequartet.com/bio/?lang=en
http://www.ccsparis.com/fr/events/detail/287

